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LIVE EXPORT — MIDDLE EASTERN SUMMER 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.13 pm]: 
Madam President, can I congratulate you on the work you have done in introducing the acknowledgement of 
country. 

Over the weekend the Australian Veterinary Association’s scientific review of live export was released. This report 
found that sheep cannot be exported to the Middle East during the northern summer months without serious 
compromise of animal welfare outcomes. This submission to the federal government’s review of exports to the 
Middle East during its summer is further evidence of what our government has said for some time; that is, there 
will need to be a pause or reduction in live sheep exports during that period. It is absolutely critical that industry 
and markets are given time to prepare for a pause or reduction in live exports during the summer months. Our 
government is working closely with industry and overseas markets to ensure the smoothest possible transition, 
whatever the outcome of the McCarthy review. Last week I met with six Western Australian meat processors to 
understand the additional capacity in the system through that period. The WA processors advise that they would 
be able to handle and sell the extra 200 000 to 300 000 sheep that would not go on boats to the Middle East in the 
midyear high heat and humidity period in the event of a pause, although they clearly need time to prepare. 

This morning I spoke to Qatar’s ambassador to Australia, Nasser bin Hamad Mubarak Al-Khalifa, about solutions 
to ensure that alternative arrangements can be put in place in the event of a live export pause. I assured the 
ambassador that our government values Qatar as a trading partner and will work to ensure his country’s food 
security is assured. Options could include increasing boxed, chilled or frozen meat through air freight—noting 
cost considerations and airline capacity issues—as well as increasing export through sea freight, given advances 
in preservation and transport of chilled meat. I will be continuing discussions with Middle Eastern governments 
and businesses, but we call on the federal government to make a decision soon on its intentions for live export to 
the Middle East during summer and to join our government’s efforts to support WA sheep producers and trading 
partners in providing alternatives. 
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